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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

May,  1988  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July 
1,  1988,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2263  Robert  David  Jones,  P.  0.  Box  20263,  Louisville,  KY  40220 

2264-MT  Thomas  Michael,  c/o  Krause  Publications,  700  E.  State  St., 
Iola,  Wisconsin  54990 

(World  Types,  Sarawak,  Brazil) 

2265  John  E.  Wilkerson,  P.  0.  Box  50762,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37206 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations 
Name 

BRAJK0VIC,  Jakov,  Jr. 
0RL0WSKI,  Frank 
WEST,  Kenneth 


have  been  received  s 

Donati on 

$5.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 


nee  the  last  report: 

Preference  of  Use 

NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

John  S.  Davenport 

JG98. DacJ : 1 987:TS 
DAVENPORT,  JOHN  S. 

The  Talers  of  Silesia 
Pub.  1987,  88pp,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

AA80.Hi 1A: 1 97  0 : HH 

HILDEBRANDT,  ADOLF  MATTHIAS 

Wappenfible 3 Handbuch  dev  heraldie 

Pub.  1970,  229pp,  illus.  (On  heraldry). 

FE40 . ProK: 1 949 : CMGC 
PROBER,  KURT 

Carimbos  de  Mato  Grosso  e Cuyaba.  (Brazilian  counterstamps 
on  foreign  coins) 

Pub.  1949,  72pp , illus. 
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JA80. ChaJ : R963: IMTE 
CHAUTARD,  JULES  M.  A. 

Les  imitation  des  monnaies  au  type  esterlin  frappees  en  Europe 
pendant  le  XIII  et  le  XIV  sieele.  (Official  and  semi-offic- 
ial imitations  of  coins  of  the  sterling  type  in  Europe  for 
the  13th  and  14th  centuries.) 

1963  reprint  of  the  36  plates  only  of  the  1871  work. 

JD44.BruJ:1965:RC 
BRU,  JOSE  PELLICER  i 

Los  reales  de  a oinco  medios  duros  acunados  en  Cataluna 
durante  la  guerra  de  separacion  (1640-1659) 

Pub.  1965,  125pp,  w/plates. 

JG60.  Ki  sB : 1 960:  GWAK 
KISCH,  BRUNO 

Gewichte  und  waagemacher  im  alten  Kolon  (16-19  jahrhundert 

(Scales  and  weight  makers  in  ancient  Cologne) 

Pub.  1960,  180pp,  w/plates. 

JG87. KahH: 1 972 :HDM 

KAHL,  HANS  DIETRICH 

Hauptlinien  des  Deutschen  munzgeschichte  vom  ende  des  18. 
jahrhunderts  bis  1878  (Outline  of  German  monetary  hi  story 
from  the  end  of  the  18th  century  to  1878) 

Pub.  1972,  89pp,  illus. 

J G98 . MeyA : R977 : MSD 
MEYER,  ADOLF 

Die  munzen  der  stadt  Dortmund 

1977  reprint  of  1883  work,  122pp,  w/plates  and  supplement. 

JH80. Gei H: 1 968 : BGDB 
GEIGER,  HANS  ULRICH 

Der  beginn  der  gold-und  dickmunzenpragung  in  Bern.  Ein 
beitrag  zur  Bemisohen  munz-und  geldgeschichte  des  15. 
jahrhunderts 

Pub.  1968,  239pp.,  w/plates. 

KA50.Mi 1G : 1 951 : EAGWS 
MILES,  GEORGE  C. 

Early  Arabic  glass  weights  and  stamps.  A supplement. 

Pub.  1951,  60pp,  w/plates. 

II.  Our  thanks  are  also  extended  to  David  Kwapi  sz  for  having  provided 
the  Library  with  extra  copies  of  Davies'  Historical  Atlas  of  the  Indian 
Peninsula.  Though  not  numismatic  the  Library  appreciates  gifts  of  this 
nature  that  help  in  research.  Our  thanks  also  to  Zdenek  Knapek,  a NI 
member  in  Czechoslovakia,  for  an  interesting  little  pamphlet  on  that 
country's  modern  medals.  Finally,  our  thanks  to  Ran  Zander  for  addit- 
ional material  over  and  above  those  menti oned. 

III.  We  realize  that  tax  laws  are  more  stringent  than  they  used  to  be 
as  far  as  gifts  are  concerned,  but  as  near  as  we  can  tell  the  only  dif- 
ference is  that  you  must  now  either  make  your  own  appraisals  of  the 
material  you  donate  or,  where  in  doubt,  have  a qualified  appraiser  do 
it  for  you.  You  still  will  receive  a letter  of  acknowledgement  from 
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the  library  for  your  records  to  show  that  the  material  was  indeed  sent 
and  received.  All  of  this  is  to  say  that  we  desperately  need,  and 
definitely  rely  on,  the  generosity  of  our  members  to  keep  building  our 
Library.  Please  continue  to  help  us  build  our  resources  in  the  field 
of  books,  periodicals,  catalogs,  and  coins  so  that  we  can  expand  our 
support  to  our  members. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 
CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underli ned = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C_  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

NORWAY  (Continued):  Y60  - 1952,  1954,  1957;  Y61  - CX  (1956,  1957); 

Y62  - CX  (1951);  Y63  - 1952,  1953,  1956;  Y64  - 1953;  Y65  - 1951,  1957; 
Y66a  - C to  1966,  1971;  Y67  - C;  Y67a  - C to  1971  X (1965,  1968,  1969, 
1970);  Y68  - CX  (1959,  1965,  1966,  1968,  1969,  1970);  Y69a  - CX  (1959, 
1970,  1971);  Y70  - 1959,  1960,  1961,  1962,  1964,  1966,  1967,  1973; 

Y71  - C to  1969  X (1958,  1959,  1965);  Y72  - 1961,  1964,  1970,  1971; 

Y73  - 1964;  Y74  - C;  Y76  - C to  1976,  1980;  Y78  - 1974,  1975;  Y79  - 
1974;  Y80  - 1974. 


OMAN  - Muscat  & Oman:  Y3a  - C;  Y3.6  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C; 

Y 1 0 - C;  Y14  - 1380;  Y16  - 1381;  Y19  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C.  Oman  - 
Y2  - C. 


PAKISTAN:  Y1  - CX  (1951);  Y2 
Y4  - 1948;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7 
Y 1 0 - CX  (1958);  Y611  - T953, 
C;  Y 1 4 - C;  Y14a  - CX  (1%JF; 
1966;  Y17  - 1964;  Y18  - 1964; 
1972;  Y20  - 1964,  1965,  1972; 
1967,  1968,  1971,  1972;  Y24  - 
1974;  Y28  - 1974,  1977;  Y29  - 
Y38  - C;  Y41  - C. 


- CX  (1949);  Y3  - 1948,  1951;  Y3a  - C; 

- C;  Y8  - 1951  , 1956;  Y9  1953,  1955; 
1957;  Y12  - 19537T954;  Y13  - CfTOa  - 
Y 1 5 - C;  Y15a  - 1961;  Y16  - 1963,  1964, 
Y18a  - 1966;  Y19  - 1964;  Y19a  - 1968, 
Y61  - 1964,  1965;  Y21a  - 1972;  Y22  - 
1969;  Y25  - 1972;  Y26  - 1977;  Y27  - 
1974;  Y30  - 1977;  Y31  - 1976;  Y35  - C; 


********************************************************************** 


A DOUBLE  FIRST 


Winbledon  tennis  champion  Boris  Becker  is  portrayed  on  a series  of 
coins  for  the  self-governing  island  of  Niue,  in  the  South  Pacific, 
nominally  under  New  Zealand.  The  silver  series  of  four  legal-tender 
coins  also  commemorates  the  "Tennis  Olympic  Games  1988",  struck  by 
the  Pobjoy  Mint  Ltd.  They  are  the  first  commemorative  coins  of  Niue, 
and  the  first  to  feature  Lawn  Tennis 
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SOME  TOKENS  AND  PASSES  FROM  NEPAL 


by  Nick  Rhodes  & Vagn  Hansen 

Very  few  of  the  various  coin-like  tokens  and  passes  that  are  occasion- 
ally found  in  Nepal  have  ever  been  published.  In  order  to  rectify  this 
omission,  we  publish  here  a small  selection  of  pieces,  in  the  knowledge 
that  this  is  far  from  a complete  listing. 

1.  Copper.  Obv.:  Struck  with  the  reverse  die  of  a mohar  of  Prithvi 

Vir  Vikram  (KM. 651.1).  The  4 dots  each  side  of 
Sri  "3"  indicate  that  this  reverse  die  is  datable 
to  the  period  1 807-1  OS  (AD1885-8). 

Rev.:  Two  Nagari  letters,  roughly  stamped  on  the  piece. 

The  piece  illustrated  has  "Van  Ka",  but  other  spec- 
imens have  "Van  A",  "Sa  Ra"  or  "Ka  Hi". 


2.  Brass. 


Obv.:  "NEPAUL"  with  "Nepal"  in  Nagari  script  above,  all 

within  wreath 


Rev.:  "Paihila  1"  in  Nagari,  meaning  "First",  above  "N:l" 

in  Roman  script.  A similar  piece,  struck  with  the 
same  obverse  die,  has  "Tesra  3"  in  Nagari,  meaning 
"Third",  amd  "N:3"  in  Roman  script. 

3.  Brass.  Obv.:  "Nepal"  in  Nagari  script  within  wreath. 


Rev.:  "Pal  Ki " within  wreath,  sun  in  centre. 


4.  Brass.  Obv. : As  last. 

Rev.:  As  last,  but  "Vagi"  and  no  sun  in  centre. 

We  have  no  idea  what  function  the  above  coin-like  objects  served.  No. 
1 was  clearly  struck  in  the  mint,  using  an  official  coin  die,  but  the 
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letters  were  stamped  on  later,  and  very  inexpertly. 

5.  Brass.  Obv.:  "Sri  Nepal,  Shiksha  Bibhag  (Education  Department), 

Darbar  High  School"  written  in  Nagari  script. 

Rev.:  "Sankhya  Khaja  (Small  meal),  1995".  Central  hole, 

and  number  "147"  stamped  on. 

Presumably  this  is  a canteen  token  for  use  in  the  Darbar  High 
School  struck  in  the  year  1995VS  ( =AD1 938 ) . 


6.  Brass.  Obv.:  Coat  of  Arms  of  Nepal. 

Rev.:  "Na.Da.",  Nagari  letters,  with  "Nam"  below  and 

number  "76"  stamped  on.  Other  similar  pieces  have 
other  letters  at  the  top,  such  as  "Va  Ra  Kha",  or 
"Sa  Vu  Ja"  and  with  letters  and  numbers  in  Roman 
script  stamped  on,  e.g.  "S.B.  464".  All  the  examples 
we  have  seen  are  pierced  twice  at  the  top. 

7.  Copper.  Obv.:  "Singha  Darbar,  Bhitri  Pas  (Entry  Pass)",  with 

with  monogram  "JSJB"  for  Juddha  Shamsher  Jang 
Bahadur  Rana,  who  was  Prime  Minister  1931-45. 


Rev.:  Plain,  with  number  "316"  stamped  on.  Large  hold 

at  top. 


Obv.:  "Singha  Darbar  Dhokako  Pas  (Door  Pass)"  with 

monogram  "MSJB"  for  Mohan  Shamsher  Jang  Bahadur 
Rana,  who  was  Prime  Minister  1948-51. 
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Rev.:  "2005  (=AD1948)"  around  central  circle  with  number 

"476"  impressed.  Small  hole  at  top. 


Nos.  7 & 8 are  clearly  door  passes  to  permit  the  holder  to  enter  the 
Singha  Darbar,  which  was  the  Prime  Minister's  official  residence,  and 
the  location  of  the  main  government  offices.  The  piercings  may  have 
been  to  allow  the  holders  to  wear  the  passes  suspended  around  their 
necks  for  convenience.  No.  6 may  have  been  an  earlier  version  of  such 
a pass. 


9.  Nickel,  Diamond-shaped. 

Obv.:  Royal  Crown,  with  "MR"  in  Italic  script  below,  pre- 

sumably for  "Mahendra  Rex",  or  King  Mahendra,  who 
ruled  from  1955-72. 

Rev.:  "Sri  Raj  Darbar,  Nepal"  with  number  "256"  stamped 

on.  Loop  attached  to  the  top  for  suspension. 

Clearly  a similar  pass  to  allow  the  bearer  to  enter  the  Royal 
Palace.  In  addition  we  have  seen  several  other  door  passes  to 
various  government  offices  or  buildings. 


10.  Brass.  Obv.:  "Bir  Hospital,  Kathmandu,  2034  (=AD1977)". 


Rev.:  "Pravesh  (entry)  Token"  with  number  "1076" 

stamped  on.  Central  hole. 


11.  Brass.  Obv.:  "Nepal  Bal  Sangatan  (Nepal  Children  Association)" 
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with  view  of  mountains. 


Rev.:  "Paustik  Ahar  Karyakam  (Programs  for  Good  Food)". 

Central  hole  and  number  "631"  impressed. 


"Loka  Sewa  Ayoga  (Public  Service  Comission?)", 
with  "Kha"  below  central  hole  and  number  "213" 
on  raised  rectangle. 


Rev.:  "Pravesha  Patra  Liera  Matra  Janu  Hala"  meaning 

"Show  gatepass  and  go  inside". 


13.  Copper.  Obv.:  Picture  of  electric  light  and  overhead  power  lines. 


Rev.:  "Bijuli  Adda  (Electricity  Department)"  and  number 

"191"  stamped  on.  Pierced  at  top. 


The  next  piece  is  a 25  paisa  telephone  token  that  was  acquire  in  Nepal 
about  10  years  ago. 

14.  Brass.  Obv.:  "Telephone  Token"  in  Nagari  script,  with  picture 

of  telephone  receiver. 

Rev.:  "Pachis  (Twenty  five)  paisa",  with  number  "25" 

above . 


Apparently  this  token  was  not  in  use  for  long,  because  it  was  exactly 
the  same  size  and  weight  as  the  10  paisa  coin  of  Mahendra  (KM. 762),  so 
telephone  calls  could  easily  be  made  for  10  paisa  instead  of  the  in- 
tended 25  paisa! 

Finally,  a piece  with  no  inscription  to  help  with  identification: 

15.  Brass.  Obv.:  Two  crossed  sceptres  with  crowns  of  Nepal  and 
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Britain  on  top.  Number  "5"  in  Roman  script  below. 

Rev.:  Blank,  showing  only  concentric  marks  of  machining. 

An  obscure  piece  that  may  have  something  to  do  with  a British 
Royal  Visit  - e.g.  the  visit  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  in  1961. 

********************************************************************** 

"URBIS  CONDITAE",  THE  FOUNDING  OF  ROME 

The  year  U.C.  (Urbis  Conditae),  the  founding  of  Rome,  according  to 
Terentius  Varro,  began  753  years  before  the  Christian  era.  But,  ac- 
cording to  Cato,  Rome  was  founded  in  B.*C,  751.  Polybius  placed  it  in 
B,C.  750  and  Fabius  Pieter  in  747  B.C.  In  the  early  years,  the  most 
general  opinion  assigns  the  founding  of  Rome  in  the  3,231st  year  from 
the  creation  of  the  world,  or  753  years  before  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ,  or  the  third  year  of  the  sixth  Olympiad,  and  431  years  after 
the  ruin  of  Troy,  and  during  the  reign  of  Jothan,  King  of  Judah. 


When  Emperor  Philip  I (A.D.  244-249)  celebrated  the  "Ludi  Saeculares" 
in  248  A.D.,  he  calculated  the  time  for  the  event  from  U.C.  753,  and 
tradi tional ly  this  has  been  the  date  used  since.  Philip  also  issued 
a coin  at  that  time  with  the  twins,  Romulus  and  Remus,  with  the  she 
wolf  as  a reverse  design.  This  was  to  honour  the  founder  of  Rome, 
Romulus,  yet  there  are  many  ancient  authors  who  assert  that  Evander, 
from  Arcadia,  reigned  over  that  city  before  him  and  called  it  Mons 
Palantinus.  There  are  also  others,  especially  Greeks,  who  state  that 
before  the  time  of  Romulus  there  existed  in  the  same  place  a city 
named  Rome  which  had  been  built  by  a noble  Trojan  lady  named  Roma. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 

Y-117  Demonetized:  Federal  Republic  of  Germany's  2 Mark  coins  honor- 

ing Max  Planch  struck  between  1957  and  1971  were  demonetized  in  the 
late  1970's. 
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CONFIRMATION  OF  THE  1750,  LIMA  MINT  QUARTER  REAL  COB  COIN 


by  Sewall  H.  Menzel 

It  was  reported  in  World  Coin  News  that  an  unusual  silver,  half  real 
size  cob  coin  dated  1750  with  the  Lima  ("L")  mintmark  and  "R"  assayer 
initial  had  been  discovered  in  Lima,  Peru.  What  is  interesting  about 
this  coin  is  the  large  castle  on  the  obverse  side  which  is  typical  of 
the  quarter  real  cob  and  colonial  pieces  produced  by  the  Lima  mint 
during  Spanish  colonial  times.  A Mr.  W.  Scharlow  apparently  obtained 
this  piece  and  determined  correctly  that  the  instruments  used  to  strike 
this  coin  were  at  least,  in  part,  Lima  mint  one  escudo  gold  dies  from 
1750.  A coin  of  this  type  is  pictured  in  the  1985  Calico-Trigo  cata- 
logue, page  333,  Type  47,  item  168.  So  far  so  good. 

Since  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Scharlow' s article,  there  has  surfaced  a 
second  piece  identical  in  design,  but  discovered  some  ten  years  earlier 
in  Lima,  Peru  by  a Mr.  Robert  Tapper.  Mr.  Tapper  did  not  know  what  his 
piece  was  and  for  lack  of  further  identifying  data  put  it  away  until 
the  Scharlow  article  appeared.  Both  coins  were  originally  recovered 
from  the  Rimac  River  (fresh  water)  a few  meters  downstream  from  the 
old  colonial  bridge  in  Lima,  which  even  today  carries  the  river's  name. 
Back  in  Spanish  colonial  times  in  the  "city  of  kings",  as  Lima  was 
then  known,  it  was  the  custom  for  young  couples  and  lovers  to  make 
wishes  and  do  the  traditional  coin  toss  from  the  bridge  into  the  river. 
The  Rimac  River  site  has  over  the  years  been  the  source  of  some  out- 
standing finds  of  superb  colonial  cob  type  coins. 

A comparative  analysis  of  design  and  weight  of  both  coins,  which  I 
will  refer  to  in  the  accompanying  photos  (following  page)  as  coin  "A" 
(the  Tapper  piece)  and  coin  "B"  (the  Scharlow  piece),  was  made  by  the 
author  and  Mr.  Robert  Tapper  with  the  following  results  being  noted: 

1.  Both  A and  B on  the  obverse  appear  identical  in  design  except  that 
A has  round  windows  in  the  castle  and  B has  square  windows  indicating 
the  use  of  two  distinct  dies  (one  escudo  gold  dies  from  the  Lima  mint 
as  mentioned  before).  Both  carry  the  "R"  assayer  initial  (believed  to 
be  Jose  Rodriguez)  to  the  right  of  their  respective  castles,  although 
in  A only  the  bottom  two  legs  of  the  R are  showing.  A has  poorly  cen- 
tered striking  and  because  of  this  the  "L"  mintmark  does  not  appear. 

The  key  here,  however,  is  the  assayer  letter  which  definitively  iden- 
tifies it  as  a Lima  mint  piece.  In  each  case  the  date  is  1750,  although 
for  piece  A only  the  upper  portions  of  the  "5"  and  "0"  of  the  date  can 
be  seen. 

2.  On  the  reverse  the  lions,  castles,  and  crosses  are  typical  of  the 
one  real  silver  cob  coinage  of  the  Lima  mint!  In  the  two  examples 
here  the  crosses  are  from  distinctly  different  dies  with  the  cross  on 
A being  rather  thick  and  the  cross  on  B considerably  thinner.  In  the 
case  of  A there  are  three  castles  and  only  one  lion  (upper  right  quad- 
rant), a notable  error  in  the  punching  of  the  die.  B is  quite  normal 
with  a lion  in  the  lower  left  and  upper  left  quadrants  respectively. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  crosses  on  A and  B are  distinctly 
different  from  the  one  escudo  gold  die  reverse,  which  depicts  a cross 
with  a small  leaf  type  cross  in  each  quadrant  (see  the  1985  Calico- 
Trigo  catalogue,  page  333,  type  47). 
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A 


Obverse 


B 


3.  A weighs  .75  grams  or  approximately  the  official  Spanish  colonial 
weight  authorized  for  a quarter  real  colonial  cob  coin  (.8  grams).  B 
weighs  1.1  grams  or  a little  over  the  official  weight  for  a quarter 
real  piece  of  the  era,  but  well  under  the  official  weight  (1.7  grams) 
for  a one-half  real  coin.*  A measures  1.3  x 1.2  centimeters  and  B 
measures  1.4  x 1.2  centimeters  with  approximately  equal  thickness  in 
the  planchets.  This  accounts  for  the  slight  divergence  in  weight 
between  the  two  pieces. 

In  sum,  we  have  two  confirming  pieces  made  from  distinct  dies  which  by 
weight  and  design  are  characteri  Stic  of  quarter  real  coins.  The  in- 
escapable conclusion  concerning  A and  B is  that  we  have  two  hitherto 
unknown  quarter  real,  Lima  cob  pieces  dated  1750  with  the  assayer 
initial  "R".  It  can  now  be  said  that  the  Lima  mint  did  attempt  to  pro- 
duce quarter  real  pieces  at  that  time.  No  other  pieces  are  presently 
known,  which  indicates  that  production  was  probably  very  limited. 


*An  eight  real  piece  (silver  dollar  size)  of  the  era  had  an  official 
weight  of  approximately  27  grams.  A quarter  real  coin  should  there- 
fore weigh  1/32  of  an  eight  real  piece,  or  approximately  .8  grams. 
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Quarter  reales  were  certainly  a useful  denomination  and  medium  of  ex- 
change for  small  commercial  purchases,  even  if  they  were  very  small 
and  easily  lost.  It  should  be  noted  that  from  a Lima  mint  point  of 
view  the  same  amount  of  work  would  generally  have  to  go  into  the  cut- 
ting of  the  planchet  and  the  striking  of  the  pieces  as  in  the  one-half, 
one,  two,  four,  and  eight  real  denominations.  For  this  reason  it  is 
possible  that  the  mint  concluded  early  on  that  this  was  not  very  profit- 
able in  terms  of  man  hours  and  effort  expended  and  discontinued  pro- 
duction. The  previously  struck  Lima  mint  quarter  real  pieces  were 
made  under  the  auspicies  of  one  Diego  de  La  Torre,  mint  assayer  from 
1577  to  1588  or  approximately  160  years  earlier.  It  would  be  another 
42  years  after  1750  that  the  mint  would  again  strike  quarter  real 
pieces.  In  any  event  the  1750  Lima  mint  quarter  real  pieces  are  ex- 
ceedingly rare  collector's  items  and  their  very  existence  proves  that 
there  yet  may  be  more  treasures  to  be  discovered  by  the  observant 
collector  interested  in  Spanish  colonial  numismatics. 

*********************************************************************** 


COINAGE  OF  L.  AQUILIUS  FLORUS,  ROMAN  BANKER 


L.  Aquilius  Florus,  a member  of  the  famed  Roman  family  Aquilia,  was  a 
banker  for  the  Emperor  Augustus.  In  the  year  20  B.C.  Florus  struck  a 
coin  with  the  bare  head  of  Caesar  Augustus  on  the  obverse  and  an  open- 
ed flower  blossom,  a pun  on  Florus'  name,  and  the  legend  "L.  AQVILLIVS 
FLORVS  IIIVR  on  the  reverse.  This  same  Florus  struck  two  other  denarii 
of  historical  interest,  the  Armenia  Capta  type  and  the  Military  Ensigns 
Recovered  From  the  Parthians  type,  both  shown  here. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k-k'k'k'k 

MEXICO  PAPER  MONEY  "DO  YOU  KNOW"  SERIES 

by  Ed  Shlieker  (ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED) 

Do  you  know  that  many  Mexican  currency  notes  were  redeemable  in  gold 
and  silver?  Some  were  of  private  issues  such  as  the  gold  notes  of 

Manuel  Suarez  of  Torreon,  Coahuila  in  1917. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  ULM-12 

No.  35a  - ROMANUS  II  (959-963) 
Associate  Rulers: 

Basil  II  (960) 

Constantine  VIII  (961) 


Romanus  I married  his  son-in-law  (Constantine,  aged  5)  by  proxy  to  a 
daughter  of  Hugh  of  Italy  whose  name  was  then  changed  to  Eudocia.  She 
died  when  she  was  10  and  Romanus  (II)  was  later  able  to  marry  for  him- 
self. He  then  chose  Theophano,  reputedly  the  daughter  of  a tavern 
keeper  - but  perhaps  best  known  as  the  heroine  of  that  name  of  a 19th 
century  novel. 

Romanus  II  was  a dissipated  young  man  who  was  content  to  leave  the  af- 
fairs of  state  in  the  hands  of  a politician,  Bringas,  and  the  great 
military  commander  Nicephorus  Phocas  (Focas).  The  latter,  a somewhat 
staid  widower  seems  to  have  been  seduced  by  the  beautiful  Theophano 
as  she  planned  for  the  future.  At  24  Romanus  II  died  and  it  was  some- 
times suggested  that  his  death  was  helped  along  by  Theophano. 

His  reign,  thanks  to  the  ability  of  Phocas,  saw  the  recapture  of  Crete 
and  the  retaking  of  the  great  fortress  stronghold  of  Aleppo,  in  Syria. 


The  Coi nage 

With  two  active  military  campaigns  in  progress  one  would  expect  the 
issue  of  a good  number  of  coins  even  for  so  short  a reign.  Actually, 
only  two  excessively  rare  gold  coins  are  known  from  Constantinople  and 
no  silver  or  bronze.  Some  early  catalogues  attribute  coins  to  Romanus 
II  which  modern  ones  give  to  Romanus  I.  There  is  still  some  discussion 
about  issues  of  this  period  among  scholars. 


M- 


d -a 

~A  M~ 


cO 


~A 


ob 


Monograms 


However,  it  seems  fairly  certain  that  small  bronzes  (16-18mm  and  2.8- 
5.8  grams)  were  struck  in  the  Cherson  mint.  They  are  crude  coins  but 
the  two  types  (D.O.)  make  use  of  the  two  monograms  shown,  though  rare- 
ly as  idealised  as  the  drawings.  Specialists  still  argue  and  maybe 
other  specimens  will  come  to  light. 

No.  35b  - THEOPHANO  (March-August,  963) 

Emperors  (in  theory): 

Basil  II  & Constantine  VIII 


Romanus1  two  sons  were  5 and  3 when  he  died  and  their  mother  Theophano 
was  the  Regent.  Five  month  later  the  General  Nicephorus  II  Phocas, 
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having  defeated  his  rival  Bringas,  was  proclaimed  emperor  by  his  troops 
in  Caesarea  (modern  Kayseri),  possibly  by  previous  arrangement  with 
Theophano  whose  position  was  unsure.  There  was  a token  resistance  in 
the  capital,  soon  ended,  and  the  Patriarch  crowned  Phocas  as  Senior 
Augustus  in  August.  A month  later  he  married  Theophano  (he  was  a 
wi dower) . 

No  coins  for  this  short  regency  are  known  (see  note  below)  whether  of 
Theophano  or  her  young  sons;  nor,  as  far  as  is  known,  did  they  appear 
on  any  of  their  father's  coins.  Both  of  them  subsequently  became 
rulers  of  the  empi re . 


Note:  The  follis  shown  above  appears  in  early  catalogues  as  one  of 

the  reign  of  Theophano  though  Wroth  questioned  its  authenticity.  It 
is  considered  a fake  because  a)  a regent  would  not  omit  here  co-rulers 
- no  precedent  and  b)  it  is  of  the  style  of  the  anonymous  bronzes  of 
the  11th  century. 

********************************************************************** 
ATHLETES  DEPICTED  ON  ANCIENT  COINAGE 

To  the  ancient  Greeks  the  Athletae  was  a professional  who  contended  for 
the  prizes  at  public  games.  Under  this,  group  of  men  wpre  five  differ- 
ent kinds  of  gymnastics,  or  bodily  exercises,  the  race,  the  discus, 
leaping,  wrestling  and  pugilism. 


The  Romans,  who  imitated  the  Greeks  closely,  appropriated  the  name 
athletae  almost  exclusively  to  wrestlers,  and  to  those  who  fought  with 
their  fists.  Those  who  practiced  the  feats  of  strength,  agility  and 
other  physical  activites  were  given  other  distinctive  names  peculiar 
to  their  acts.  The  chariot  racer  became  one  of  the  favorite  partici- 
pants of  the  Roman  games,  and  one  that  was  to  be  depicted  most  often 
on  their  coins. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


111 


JAYANTIA  COINS  AND  THE  KOCH  HISTORICAL  TRADITION: 
AN  EXAMINATION 


JAI  PRAKASH  SINGH , History  Dept.,  N.E.H.U.  SHILLONG,  INDIA 


The  main  feature  of  the  coins  of  the  Jayantiya  or  Jaintia  is  their 
anonymity.  Coins  of  this  tribe  do  not  contain  the  name  of  their 
chieftains  like  those  of  the  Koches,  the  Manipuris,  the  Kacharis,  the 
Tripuris  and  the  Ahoms.  On  the  contrary  the  coins  of  the  Jayantiyas 
contain  in  place  of  the  name  of  the  king  a title  - tfrT-Hfrl  Jayantiapura 
purandarasya,  followed  by  the  date  of  its  issue  in  Saka  era.  The  coins 
bearing  Saka  1591  (=A.D.  1669)  are  perhaps  their  earliest  issues.  These 
are  attributed  to  Pratapa  Simha  (1669-70).  Then  come  the  coins 
attributed  to  Lakshminarayana  (1670-97);  these  are  dated  Saka  1592 
(A.  D.  1670).  Then  come  the  coins  dated  in  Saka  1630  (A.D.  1708)  that 
are  attributed  to  Jayanarayana  (1708-31).  Thereafter,  came 
Badagosain  II  (1731-1770).  His  coins  are  dated  in  Saka  1653  (A.D. 
1731).  Some  of  his  Quarter  Rupees  of  the  said  date  contain  his  name 
and  titles  Srl-Sri  Raja  Bada  GosSin  Simha  Bahadurasya . These  are  the 
earliest  coins  bearing  the  name  of  a Jayantiya  chieftain.  After  him 
flourished  Chhatra  Simha  (1770-82).  His  coins  are  dated  Saka  1692 
(1770),  1693  (1771),  1696  (=1774).  His  Half  Tankas  bear  his  name.  His 
gold  mohar  of  1692  (1770)  bearing  his  name  is  possibly  a forgery.  This 
is  also  because  none  of  the  full  rupees  of  any  of  the  said  dates  bear 
his  name.  Coins  of  Jatranarayana  (1782-85)  Saka  1704  (A.D.  1782)  also 
do  not  contain  his  name.  Next  king  Vi jayanarayana  issued  coins  bearing 
Saka  1707  (A.D.  1785)  which  also  do  not  contain  his  name.  Then  came 
Rama  Simha  II  (1790-1832).  His  issues  bear  Saka  1712  (A.D.  1790). 

Most  of  his  known  full  coins  do  not  bear  his  name,  but  a Quarter  Rupee 
bears  Srl-Sri  Rama  Simha  nripavarasya  Sake  1712. 

This  shows  that  occasionally,  i.e.,  from  A.D.  1731,  the  name  of  the 
Janyantia  chieftain  was  placed  on  coins  of  smaller  denominations. 

Before  1731,  however,  all  definitely  known  rupees  are  without  the 
names  of  their  issuers.  The  coins  both  of  gold  and  silver  bearing 
the  date  Saka  1502  and  attributed  to  Pratapa  or  Parbat  Rai  seem  to  be 
modern  forgeries.  Thus,  it  is  difficult  to  hold  that  Jayantiya  coinage 
started  in  Saka  1502  (A.D.  1580). 

Scholars  have  tried  to  explain  this  anonymous  nature  of  the  Jayantiya 
coinage  from  time  to  time.  According  to  Gait  (1)  the  kingdom  of 
Jayantiya  was  attacked  by  Silarai  after  his  victory  over  Manipur.  In 
this  battle  the  Jayantia  king  was  killed.  His  son  was  placed  on  the 
throne  and  asked  to  pay  tribute.  He  was  also  asked  not  to  strike  coins 
in  his  name.  Gait  further  said  that  the  "story  receives  some  confir- 
mation from  the  fact  that,  until  the  year  1731,  no  Jaintia  king  appears 
to  have  recorded  his  name  on  the  coins  minted  by  him".  Gait  has  not 
given  the  source  of  his  information  about  the  conditions  that  were 
imposed  on  the  new  king  of  the  Jayantiyas.  This  tradition,  however, 
is  based  on  the  authority  of  a late  Koch  Chronicle  (2).  Stapleton  (3) 
also  accepted  the  authenticity  of  the  Koch  tradition.  Subsequent 
scholars  following  Gait  and  Stapleton  also  believe  in  this  tradition 
(4) . 
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Raghudeva,  the  son  of  Silarai,  established  the  kingdom  of  Koch  Hajo  in 
A.D.  1581,  for  himself.  He  may  not  have  broken  away  from  his  uncle 
Naranarayana  all  of  a sudden.  I f we  grant  at  least  two  years  for 
preparations,  Raghudeva  must  have  made  up  his  mind  to  carve  out  a 
kingdom  for  himself  in  about  A.D.  1579.  He  could  have  taken  this 
decision  only  after  his  father  Sillrai  was  dead.  Hence,  Silarai  may 
have  died  before  A.D.  1579.  At  the  time  SilSrai  defeated  the  Jayanti- 
yas  in  about  A.D.  1564-65,  they  had  no  coins.  The  conditions  not  to 
strike  coins  in  the  name  of  the  kings  of  Jayantiya  thus  becomes 
erroneous.  A condition  like  this  could  have  been  imposed  only  in  case 
they  were  already  striking  their  coins.  The  author  (5)  of  Darr&ngrS,- 
javam/aval 1 states  that  the  Jayantiya  king  asked  permission  of  the  Koch 
king  to  strike  mohurs.  It  was  not  granted.  But  the  Koch  king  asked 
him  to  issue  mohurs  in  the  name  of  Jayantanagar . If  at  all  Silarai 
wanted  the  Jayantias  not  to  issue  coins,  why  did  he  permit  him  to 
issue  coins  in  the  name  of  their  capital  city.  During  this  period 
coins  were  issued  as  a sign  of  the  sovereign  status  of  the  king, 
implying  thereby  the  independence  of  the  issuing  authority.  Jayantia 
coins  prove  that  in  no  mean  measure. 

Another  important  point  that  contradicts  the  statement  in  the 
Darrangrajavamiavall  is  that  whereas  it  records  the  order  that  the 
Jayantiyas  may  issue  coins  in  the  name  of  their  city,  it  does  not 
record  any  such  condition  laid  down  on  the  tribal  kingdom  of  Tripura, 
which  had  a long  established  system  of  local  coinage.  Therefore,  it 
appears  that  the  reference  with  regard  to  the  Jayantiya  coinage  in 
Darrangrajavam^aval i was  devised  merely  to  explain  the  anonymous  nature 
of  the  coinage  of  the  Jayantia  state.  The  Darrangraj avam^Sval 1 is  a 
late  work  (6)  and  its  author  must  have  been  familiar  with  the  coins  of 
the  Jayantia  kings.  He  used  this  knowledge  suitably  to  explain  its 
anonymous  nature.  Hence,  the  authority  of  this  late  work  need  not 
necessarily  be  given  undue  importance,  at  least,  on  this  point. 

The  names  of  the  kings,  coin  legends,  and  their  expression[ s ] of  faith 
in  Brahmanical  deities  like  Rama,  £iva,  and  3*akti  indicate  that  the 
Jayantia  ruling  family,  perhaps  was  under  sufficient  Brahmanical 
influence.  The  regularity  with  which  the  name  of  the  king  is  omitted 
from  the  rupees  is  very  significant.  The  coins  are  usually  referred  to 
as  "(coin)  of  the  illustrious  lord  of  Jayantipura" . 

The  legend  shows  that  there  was  a lord  or  king  at  Jayantipura,  but  he 
is  not  specified.  And  the  king  who  is  known  in  some  cases  from  half  or 
quarter  rupees  perhaps  was  not  as  absolute  a monarch  as  were  the  chiefs 
of  Manipur,  Tripura,  or  Kachar.  Alternatively,  the  tribal  adminis- 
tration of  the  tribe  was  supreme  (7).  Is  it  not  the  anonymous  lord  of 
Jayantiapur?  The  Jayantia  kings  possibly  ruled  as  representatives  of 
this  tribal  administration. 

Coins  of  some  of  the  ancient  Indian  tribes  like  the  Arjunayanas, 
Yaudheyas  and  the  Sibis  etc.,  are  all  inscribed  in  the  name  of  the 
tribe  and  not  of  any  particular  king  of  that  tribe  as  is  suggested  by 
some  of  their  coin  legends:  I.  ArjunayanSnam  Jayah  ("Victory  to  the 
Ar junayanSs" ) ; II.  YaudheyHnam  Jayah,  and  Yaudheyaganasya  Jayah 
(("Victory  be  to  the  Yaudheya  (tribal)  republic));  III. 

Majhimikaya  tfibi  Janapadasa  (or  "of  the  Sibi  Janapada  (state)  of 
Madhyamika" ) . All  of  these  legends  refer  to  the  government  of  the 
tribe  concerned,  that  certainly  was  a non-monarchical  government. 
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Similarly  perhaps  the  clue  to  the  ifrT-SrT  Jayantipura  Purandarasya  lies 
in  the  peculiar  tribal  administration  of  the  Jayantias.  The  tribal 
administration  seems  to  have  kept  its  king  under  its  control.  Hence, 
the  coins  bearing  the  names  of  the  chieftains  of  the  Jayantiyas  show 
that  at  times  they  tried  to  impose  their  authority  over  the  traditional 
tribal  administration  by  giving  their  names  on  smaller  denominations  in 
emulation  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms.  But  they  maintained  the  tribal 
tradition  and  custom  of  not  giving  their  names  on  their  full  coins 
usually  issued  at  the  time  of  their  coronation.  The  Jayantiyas  are  a 
matriarchal  people.  In  earlier  times  perhaps  they  were  ruled  by 
queens.  The  legend  of  Jayanti  devi,  who  ruled  over  them  under  the 
name  or  title  Rani  Simha,  confirms  this.  Later,  however,  she  handed 
over  the  kingdom  to  her  sister's  son.  From  that  time  onwards  the 
king's  sister's  son  became  the  ruler.  The  custom  may  be  older.  The 
legend  of  Jayanti  devi  only  gives  an  explanation  of  its  origin  and 
provides  a divine  sanction  to  it.  Since  Jayanti  devi  is  their  tutelary 
deity  and  is  said  to  have  ruled  over  them  once  it  is  possible  to  argue 
that  in  theory  at  least  she  was  regarded  as  their  actual  ruler.  Sub- 
sequent kings  of  the  tribe  possibly  ruled  only  as  her  representatives. 
It  is  possible  therefore  to  suggest  that  the  legend  Jayantipura 
Puranandara  may  alternatively  refer  to  Jayanti  devi  or  the  tribal 
administration. 


FOOTNOTES: 

1.  E.  A.  Gait,  A History  of  Assam,  pp.  54,  313  N.l. 

2.  Darrangarajavam/avalT,  pg.  85. 

3.  Stapleton,  JASB,  1910,  pg.  159. 

4.  A.  Ahmad,  History  of  Cooch  Behar,  pp.  139-140;  CENESI,  pp.  30, 

38-39,  169-170. 

5.  Darrangarajavam£avall,  (Ed.  Navinchandra  Sarma  (Gauhati,  1973), 

pg.  85,  Verse  419. 

6.  Of  the  latter  part  of  the  18th  century.  Gait,  A History  of  Assam, 
pg.  284.  DarrSngaraj avamdaval T is  a long  poem  dealing  with  a 
historical  theme.  It  is  full  of  poetic  fancy.  The  main  purpose 
of  its  author  was  to  extol  the  power  and  prestige  of  the  Koch 
royal  house  of  Darrang.  It  deals  mostly  with  Visvasimha, 
Naranarayana,  his  brother  and  general  Silarai,  the  latter's  son 
and  founder  of  the  Koch  Ho jo  house  Raghudeva,  and  to  Balinarayana 
who  was  established  as  king  in  Darrang  by  the  Ahoms.  The  material 
contained  in  this  work  needs  utmost  caution  for  writing  a sober 
history  of  the  Koches.  Many  facts  mentioned  in  this  work  are 
not  corroborated  by  any  other  evidence  and  hence  cannot  be  accepted 
as  valid.  Silarai's  order  to  the  Jayantia  king  is  only  one  such 
example.  Not  much  is  known  about  the  pre-British  history  of  the 
Khasi  State  of  Khyrim.  This  work,  however,  states  that  its  king, 
who  is  not  named,  accepted  the  authority  and  sought  protection  of 
Naranarayana.  He  also  asked  his  permission  to  strike  coins.  He 
was  asked  to  issue  them  in  the  name  of  Naranarayana.  Coins  of  the 
Khasi  states,  if  they  issued  any,  are  not  known  to  this  date. 

This  is  another  example.  There  are  several  others. 

7.  "The  position  of  U Syiem  in  the  hills  was  that  of  a nominal 
ruler  over  the  Jaintia  Elakas.  The  Dalois  wielded  much  power 
over  their  Elakas",  B.  Pakem,  NEHU  Journal  of  Social  Sciences 
and  Humanities,  Vol . II,  No.  3,  (1984),  pg.  55.  The  tribal 
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administrative  body  also  nominated  the  king  by  divination  when  no 

successor  was  available,as  in  the  case  of  Rama  Simha  II 
(1790-1832),  Pakem,  Ibid. 

8.  There  are  many  such  examples  in  Indian  History.  According  to  one 
view  the  coin  legend  referring  to  Bhagavat  Chhatre^vara  HahSt- 
manah  (or  lord  Siva)  suggests  that  at  one  time  the  Kuninda 
tribe  dedicated  its  principality  to  Siva,  and  ruled  it  in  his  His 
name.  Similarly  the  people  of  the  Yaudheya  tribe  are  also 
believed  to  have  dedicated  their  state  to  Bhagavat  SvSmin » 
Brahmanya  deva  (or  Karttikeya)  and  accepted  Him  not  only  as  their 
ruler  but  also  issued  coins  in  His  name  bearing  the  said  legend. 

In  later  times,  the  god  PadmanabhasvJmi  was  ruler  of  the  Travan- 
core-Cochin  state,  and  king's  of  the  royal  family  were  His  repre- 
sentatives only. 


Professor  Jai  Prakash  Singh,  is  Head,  Department  of  History  of  the 
North-Eastern  Hill  University  in  Nongthymmai,  Shillong,  India. 

*********************************************************************** 

MARBLE  TABLET  MARKS  BENEVOLENCE  OF  TRAJAN  TO  VELEIA 

R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

During  some  excavations  near  the  town  of  Piacenza  in  Italy,  in  1747, 
a large  inscribed  tablet  was  found.  The  marble,  ten  and  a half  feet 
long  and  five  and  a half  feet  high,  was  covered  with  an  inscription 
of  several  columns  expounding  the  many  generous  gifts  conferred  by  the 
Emperor  Trajan  upon  the  obscure  town  of  Veleia.  This  town  was  almost 
unknown  to  ancient  historians,  but  the  tablet  was  found  to  be  contem- 
poraneous with  several  types  of  coins  issued  by  Trajan.  The  reverses 
of  these  coins  shows  the  distribution  of  food  and  substances  to  the 
children  by  the  emperor  on  some,  and  by  the  figure  of  a woman  on  others. 


The  marble  tablet,  which 
by  the  people  of  Veleia, 
praise  of  Trajan  and  his 
to  two  hundred  and  eighty 


was  erected 
was  in 
benevolence 
one  child- 


ren and  the  support  of  an  institution 
for  them.  Trajan's  efforts  directed  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
conditions  of  his  subjects  are  recorded  by  several  ancient  historians 
and  by  numerous  coins  struck  during  his  reign.  This  Emperor  is  said 
to  have  supported  nearly  two  million  of  his  people  by  these  and  other 
prodigal  largesses  that  he  frequently  renewed.  But,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  in  Trajan's  reign  most  of  the  provinces  suffered  greatly 
by  earthquakes,  plagues,  famine,  floods  and  frequent  conflagrations. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  these  constant  claims  were  a great 
drain  on  the  public  treasury. 


The  inscription  "ALIM  ITAL"  found  in  the  exergue  on  the  reverse  of  the 
coins  illustrated  above  generally  means  nourishment,  food  or  provisions 
in  corn  and  other  resources. 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

MANUAL  DEL  COLECCIONISTA  DE  MONEDAS.  Huenja.  Approx.  lOOpp,  well 
illus.  Latin  American  Press.  US  $10.00  postpaid  in  the  U.S.,  for- 
eign registration  US  $3.60  additional,  foreion  airmail  US  $4.00 
additional.  Available  May  1,  1988  from  Dale'Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave. 

N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792,  or  Louis  Hudson  Rare  Coins,  P.  0.  Box  5640, 
Greensboro,  NC  27435. 

This  book  is  characteri zed  by  its  broad-based  appeal  to  world  coin 
collectors  and  Latin  American  specialists  alike.  Its  universality 
stems  from  the  synthesis  of  specialized  information  from  South  Amer- 
ican sources  with  methodology  inherent  to  the  more  European,  classic- 
al origins  of  numismatics.  A new  work  as  yet  untranslated  to  English, 
it  begins  with  a general  treatise  on  the  origins  of  money,  quickly 
moving  on  to  coins  and  their  physical  characteri sti cs . These  latter 
are  further  divided  into  extrinsic  properties,  which  must  be  describ- 
ed, such  as  the  fields,  legends,  figures  and  edges,  and  more  intrin- 
sic features  such  as  weight,  composition  and  the  like,  all  of  which 
are  physically  measurable.  The  clear  illustrations  used  to  graphic- 
ally depict  numismatic  characteri  sts  are  well  worth  the  price  of 
the  entire  work,  since  they  will  serve  to  make  specialized  literature 
written  in  Spanish  more  accessible  to  non-Spanish  speakers,  even  for 
those  fluent  in  Spanish,  they  clarify  specific  numismatic  distinctions 
and  overlapping  dictionary  definitions. 

In  style,  this  manual  remains  at  all  times  as  concise  as  possible  and 
as  philosophical  in  tone  as  necessary,  thus  removing  the  stigma  of 
the  arcane  from  what  may  seen  a complex  science,  without  losing  any 
of  its  inherent  magic.  Chapters  Five  and  Six  are  devoted  to  estab- 
lishing a theme  when  building  a collection,  and  data  for  such  areas 
as  the  crowns  of  the  South  American  Republics  are  roughly  outlined. 
Ensuing  chapters  on  the  care,  storage  and  i ndenti  ficati on  of  coins 
may  seem  less  valuable  to  English-speaking  collectors,  to  whom  such 
information  is  already  widely  available. 

Chapters  Thirteen  through  Fifteen  provide  introductions  to  the  fields 
of  Ottoman,  Israeli  and  Chinese  numismatics.  Historical  introductions, 
charts  and  illustrations  abound  with  due  emphasis  placed  on  decipher- 
ing legends,  transli teration  and  terminology.  Such  features  make 
this  work  unique  among  accessible,  low-priced  numismatic  literature 
in  the  Spanish  language. 

A detailed  chapter  on  Spanish  American  numismatics  from  the  reign  of 
Carlos  and  Johanna  to  bust-type  colonial  coinage  brings  this  work 
back  within  the  sphere  of  interest  of  the  majority  of  readers  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  Due  credit  is  given  to  such  major  sources  as 
Burzio  and  Medina,  with  careful  endnotes  throughout.  The  final  chap- 
ters deal  with  defining  types  and  varieties,  and  identifying  counter- 
feits and  falsifications. 

In  summation,  this  manual  is  at  times  a basic  primer,  but  more  often 
ranges  from  a strictly  scientific  approach  to  numismatic  methodology 
all  the  way  to  its  historical  and  philosophical  implications,  such 
as  several  whimsically  written  pages  on  what  constitutes  obverse  and 
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reverse  in  the  Provincias  Del  Rio  De  Plata  coinage,  the  first  crowns 
of  the  independent  Latin  American  Republics.  MANUAL  DEL  COLLECT  I ON  I ST  A 
DE  MONEDAS  represents  an  important  step  in  the  process  of  creating 
universal  appeal  for  a field  which  has  never  lacked  for  its  own 
specialized  literature  and  scholars. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 


CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  8th  edition.  R.  S.  Yeoman,  revised  by 
Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg,  The  Coin  and  Currency  Institute,  Inc., 

P.  0.  Box  1057,  Clifton,  New  Jersey  07014.  386pp,  soft  cover,  5k" 

x 8V.  $9.95  plus  $1.50  for  postage  and  handling.  (The  7th  edition 

was  published  in  1978.) 

The  book  catalogues  the  coins  issued  from  1964  to  1987  of  more  than 
220  countries  and  coin-issuing  authorites  by  type  rather  than  by  date 
and  mintmark.  Coins  are  priced  in  uncirculated  and  in  proof  condition. 

In  addition,  the  type  of  metal,  and  where  applicable,  precious  metal 
fineness,  are  given.  The  Yeoman  numbering  system  is  also  used  for 
gold  coins.  Thousands  of  photographs  illustrate  the  coins. 

An  alphabetical  index  of  worl d coi  n denominations  is  included  in  the 
book . 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  CHARLTON  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  COINS.  42nd  edition. 

250pp,  soft  cover,  5k"  x 8".  The  Charlton  Press,  15  Birch  Avenue, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M4V  1 El , published  in  February,  1988.  $7.50 

plus  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling. 

The  book  which  contains  1,250  photographs,  lists  all  Canadian  coins 
which  circulated  from  the  1600's  to  the  present  time  with  legal  tender 
status.  Both  circulating  and  collectors'  coins  are  listed.  The  deci- 
mal coins  of  Canada,  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  are  priced  in  eight  different  grades  from  "Good" 
to  "Mint  State  65"  (collectors'  coins  to  "Proof  65").  Prices  in  all 
categories  have  been  updated. 

Coins  are  catalogued  by  date  and  mintmark.  Mintages  are  given.  Major 
die  varieties  are  illustrated  and  catalogued. 

The  designer,  modeler,  metallic  composition,  weight,  diameter,  die 
axis,  photographs  of  both  side  and  an  historical  and  descriptive  text 
are  given  for  each  type  coin. 

Texts  are  included  to  explain  major  die  varieties  and  also  modifications 
of  type  coins  in  design,  size,  shape  and  metal  content. 

An  illustrated  and  descriptive  grading  section  is  given  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  book. 
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Sections  on  Collectors'  Coins,  Collectors'  sets  and  Patterns,  Trial 
Pieces  and  Official  Fabrications  are  presented  at  the  end  of  the  cata- 
logue . 

A completely  new  type  style  has  been  used  throughout  for  increased 
legibility,  especially  in  the  pricing  tables. 

This  catalogue  is  the  standard  pricing  guide  for  Canadian  coins.  It 
deserves  a place  in  the  libraries  of  all  coin  collectors  and  coin  clubs. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
*** 


Three  books  by  Ch'gn  Hung-hsi  (or  Chen  Hong-x):  Hsien  Feng  Ch'ien  P'u. 

Shank  Ts'e  (Treatise  of  Hsien  Feng  Cash,  First  Listing).  1985.  108pp.; 
Hsin  Chiang  Hung  Ch'ien  Chia  Ko  Mu  Lu  (Catalog  of  Sinkiang  Copper  Cash 
with  Values).  1987.  104pp.;  and  Wan  Ch'ien  Chi  (Curio  Coin  Collection) 

Available  from  Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA  98122,  at  the 
following  prices  plus  postage:  $12.50,  $8.50,  and  $20.00. 

Mr.  Ch'en  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  authors  currently  dealing  with 
Chinese  numismatics,  and  these  three  works,  which  have  recently  become 
available,  are  worth  noting.  They  are  all  softbound  books,  of  decent 
construction  and  printing.  The  illustrations  mostly  consist  of  good 
quality  rubbings,  although  a few  of  the  rubbings  impart  little  infor- 
mation, seemingly  because  of  the  poor  condition  of  the  coin  involved  - 
an  especial  problem  with  the  Sinkiang  issues.  The  language  is  Chinese, 
but  a great  deal  of  the  books'  value  can  be  obtained  from  the  study  of 
the  extensive  illustrations  along.  (Knowledge  of  a few  characters, 
however,  is  very  useful  in  interpreting  some  of  the  rubbings.) 

The  Hsien  Feng  book  consists  of  a fully  illustrated  catalog  of  202 
types  of  the  large  inflationary  or  token  cash  from  the  mid  1800' s,  in- 
cluding many  calligraphic  varieties.  Rarity  is  specified  on  the  basis 
of  a 23-part  scale,  rather  than  the  usual  one  to  ten  series,  and  a 
table  translating  rarity  into  commercial  values  is  provided.  The 
utility  of  this  reference  is  considerably  increased  by  the  addition  of 
a chapter  illustrating  and  describing  39  "imitation"  types.  The  author/ 
publishers  are  presumably  embarrassed  to  have  had  to  include  separate 
revised  versions  of  four  pages;  someone  apparently  edited  out  the  small 
"moon  and  star"  marks  from  the  illustrations  of  a number  of  reverses 
thinking  they  were  blemishes.  This  is  an  excellent  work,  and  should 
be  acquired  by  anyone  seriously  interested  in  Ch'ing  dynasty  cash, 
particularly  considering  the  reasonable  price.  Its  only  significant 
flaw  is  that  coverage  is  limited  to  denominations  of  100  cash  and 
greater.  The  title  seems  to  indicate,  though,  that  further  listings 
are  planned.  (Indeed,  perhaps  they  have  already  been  published.) 

One  cannot  review  the  Sinkiang  catalog  without  referring  to  its  pre- 
decessor, the  "Bible"  of  Sinkiang  cash  students  until  now,  the  1982 
treatise  coauthored  by  Ch'§n  and  Lan  Chi-ts'ung.  The  1987  volume  is 
entirely  new,  with  a very  western  format  including  prices  in  four 
grades.  (It  is  also  the  only  one  of  the  three  books  reviewed  here 
that  is  paginated  from  left  to  right.)  The  rubbings  also  appear  to  be 
new.  A total  of  324  types  are  listed  and  illustrated  (vs.  280  for  the 
earlier  work),  and  auxiliary  rubbings  are  provided  of  36  "reference" 
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or  "comparison"  coins.  It  is  pleasing  to  find  that  the  various  pattern 
coins  are  now  sorted  out  and  treated  in  a separate  chapter,  making  it 
easier  to  locate  the  types  which  exist  only  in  this  form.  The  error 
coins,  rotated  reverses  and  doubled  impressions  mostly,  are  also  placed 
in  their  own  chapters.  A number  of  significant  new  types  are  listed 
here  for  the  first  time.  A table  correlating  the  new  Ch'en  numbers 
with  the  previous  Lan  and  Ch'en  numbers  would  have  been  welcome,  but 
that  is  a minor  complaint.  This  fine  book  deserves,  and  will  surely 
get,  wide  circulation  among  students  of  this  interesting  and  now  re- 
latively accessible  series. 

Ch'en' s third  book  is  primarily  a record  of  the  coin-like  objects  "not 
made  for  circulation  as  money"  in  the  collections  of  Ch'en  and  his  fam- 
ily. The  quotation  is  from  an  English  translation,  provided  with  the 
book,  of  most  of  the  very  brief  text.  I do  not  know  if  this  translation 
originated  with  the  publisher  or  the  distributor.  Over  1450  objects 
are  catalogued  in  an  arrangement  based  on  style  and  inscription.  They 
are  almost  all  Chinese.  A few  items  from  other  countries,  however, 
are  also  included.  These  "curio  coins"  would  generally  be  categorized 
as  tokens  or  amulets  in  the  western  literature,  although  a substantial 
number  of  pieces  traditionally  listed  as  coins  may  be  found  here.  The 
author  does  not  treat  official  Ch'ing  dynasty  mint  issues  or  those  with 
inscriptions  of  Ch'ing  emperors,  but  reserves  those  for  a planned  second 
volume.  Tentative  values  are  provided  for  each  item.  This  seems  to  be 
the  most  extensive  work  of  its  kind,  but  it  is  obviously  not  comprehen- 
sive (an  impossibility  in  any  case).  Any  collectors  of  these  interest- 
ing objects  will  surely  wish  to  add  the  book  to  their  libraries,  and  it 
should  prove  useful  to  some  collectors  of  more  traditional  coins  as  well. 

Reviewed  by  Landon  Ross 


BANK  NOTES  OF  ARMENIA , by  V . T.  Nercessian.  Los  Angeles:  Armenian 

Numismatic  Society,  Special  Publication,  No.  6,  1988,  224pp.  and  192 
pis.,  casebound.  Armenian  summary.  Typeset  at  M & M Typesetting, 
manufactured  by  Edwards  Brothers,  Inc.  Library  of  Congress  Catalogue 
Card  Number:  86-70860.  ISBN  0-9606842-5-5.  Available  from  Armenian 

Numismatic  Society,  9511  Beverly  Park  Place,  Pico  Rivera,  CA  90660, 
U.S.A.  for  $30.00  (plus  postage  and  handling,  per  copy  $1.50  U.S.A., 
$2.00  elsewhere).  California  residents  add  6.5%  sales  tax.  Foreign 
remittance  may  be  made  by  international  money  order,  or  a draft  drawn 
on  a branch  of  U.S.  bank. 

Until  now,  the  collectors  of  Armenian  paper  money  have  not  had  a re- 
liable guide  to  assist  them  in  the  collection  of  these  issues.  Bank 
Notes  of  Armenia  is  the  first  book  to  attempt  to  study  and  classify 
the  paper  currency  of  Armenia. 

Nercessian  chronicles,  discusses,  and  catalogues  the  paper  money  which 
circulated  in  Armenia  from  the  1918  to  the  late  1920s.  Despite  the 
fact  that  these  bank  notes  are  only  60  to  70  years  old,  it  has  proven 
difficult  to  obtain  information  about  them.  Bank  Notes  of  Armenia 
offers  the  collector  and  scholar  every  type  of  information  which  could 
be  extracted  from  the  notes  themselves  and  published  sources. 

The  reader  who  is  a stranger  to  Armenia  will  find  the  "Historical 
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Background"  chapter  very  informative,  this  provides  a capsule  summary 
of  2500  years  of  Armenian  history  and  numismatics.  A separate  chapter 
is  devoted  to  "Inflation  in  Armenia"  which  analyzes  extensively  the 
underlying  factors  which  eroded  the  economy  of  Armenia  from  1918  to 
1924.  The  author  demonstrates  how  paper  currency  can  shed  light  on 
the  economic  situation  at  the  time  and  place  of  its  issue.  The  chap- 
ter on  "The  Bank  Notes"  discusses  in  detail  each  of  the  paper  notes  is- 
sued by  the  various  governments  and  municipal  authorities  which  held 
power. 

More  than  one  thousand  bank  notes  are  catalogued  in  "The  Corpus"  from 
the  following  governing  authorities:  Transcaucasian  Commissariat,  Van 

Commissariat,  Republic  of  Armenia,  Alexandropol  (Leni nakan)— Shi rak , 
Erevan  Branch  of  the  State  Bank,  Erevan  City,  Karakilise  (Kirovakan), 
Kars,  Katar  (Ghapan) , Kedabek,  Vagharshapat  (Etchmiadzin) , Socialist 
Soviet  Republic  of  Armenia,  Shirak  Canal,  Sardarabat  (Hoktemberi an) , 
Federation  of  Socialist  Soviet  Republics  of  Transcaucasia,  Trans- 
caucasian Socialist  Federal  Soviet  Republic,  Vladikavkaz  Railroad,  and 
Transcaucasian  Socialist  Soviet  Republic  Railroad. 

Supplementary  matter  includes  a section  on  "Concordances"  enabling  quick 
cross  referencing  for  the  international  collector  who  may  be  using  a 
standard  paper  money  catalogue.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  decipher 
the  multiplicity  of  signatures  (158)  printed  and  stamped  on  Armenian 
notes  through  the  development  of  a "Signature  Matrix."  A complete 
"Bibliography"  and  "Index"  are  provided.  A special  section  of  "Ap- 
pendices" has  been  included  to  reproduce  scarce  documentary  material 
about  Armenian  issues. 

Collectors  will  find  the  inclusion  of  a complete  set  of  photographic 
"Plates"  particularly  useful,  since  many  of  the  notes  catalogued  are 
either  published  for  the  first  time  or  otherwise  very  scarce  and  dif- 
ficult to  locate. 

The  Bank  Botes  of  Armenia  is  the  first  comprehensive  monograph  to  study 
the  legal  tender  paper  money  issued  by  modern  Armenian  governments. 

The  bank  note  collector  of  Armenia,  Azerbaijan,  and  Georgia,  as  well 
as  the  scholar  studying  Armenia  and  Transcaucasia  during  the  Russian 
revolutionary  period,  will  find  this  book  an  indispensable  reference 
and  guide. 
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